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In response to the Restriction Requirement mailed September 27, 2002, an the j5»ve- 
identified patent application, Applicants hereby elect Group in with traverse. ip P licants also 
request that the time for response be extended for three (3) months. A check in the amount of 
$460.00 is enclosed for the requisite fee (small entity). It is believed that no further fees are 
required. However, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge fees (except the Issue Fee) 
which may be required now or hereafter, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 50- 
0206. 

Restriction between Group n and Group m is traversed. Restriction was imposed on the 
grounds that "Invention U involves measuring energy absorbed by donor compounds whereas 
invention HI involves measuring energy transferred from donor compounds." Applicants point 
out that the elected invention concerns time resolved fluorescence energy transfer from a donor 
fluorophore to an allophycocyanin fluorophore prepared in a particular way. The energy transfer 
between fluorophores is not directly detectable, and therefore is measured indirectly, either by 
detecting the facilitation of donor absorbance by transfer of energy to the acceptor fluorophore or 
by measuring fluorescence from the acceptor fluorophore as a result of the energy transfer. 
Thus, the present invention provides equivalent enhancement of either detection method, and 
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claims 2 and 3 are merely alternative embodiments of the same invention. Therefore, Applicants, 
respectfully request that the restriction requirement be redrawn to require election between 
Group I (claims 1 and 7-9) or Group II (claims 2-14). 

If the Examiner feels that any issues concerning this Restriction Requirement could be 
resolved by a telephone conference, Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner contact 
the undersigned representative at (202) 419-2080. rtCC^^ 

Respectfully submitted, .no 0 * 

HUNTON & WILLIAMS 



Date: March 25, 2003 



Hunton & Williams 
1900 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
Telephone (202)955-1500 
Fax: (202)778-2201 




Laurence H. Posorsto 
Registration No. 34,698 
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